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MacAfee Road School 
PTO Meeting 
May 9, 2017 

 
Kim Gordon called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.   
 
Approval of April 4, 2017 meeting minutes – Pam Attanasio  
It was noted that the minutes were posted on the website prior to the meeting. A motion was made to accept the 
minutes, pending any concerns, by Tara Piagentini, and seconded by Robin Ziegler. The motion passed.  
 
Kim thanked everyone for the many donations for the baseball-themed Teacher’s Appreciation week! The teachers 
are so appreciative and thankful.  
 
April Treasurer’s Report –Michele Brennan/Lisa Bocchino 
For the month ending April 30, the beginning checking account balance was $19,863.36. Income items totaled 
$4,256.55. Expense items totaled $9,978.48. Ending checking account balance was $14,141.43. The savings 
account beginning balance was $18,150.75. With interest income of $0.97, the ending savings account balance 
was $18,151.72. The PTO cash box was $50. The total April 30, 2017 PTO Treasury balance was $32,343.15. 
 
Mr. Lysenko thanked us for the meat eating beetles, the kids love them! The $388.15 flower expense is for all of 
the Franklin Township schools Teacher of the Year honorees. Each school will reimburse us for their portion of the 
expense.  
 
A motion was made to accept the financials by Robin and seconded by Tara. The motion passed.  
 
We’d also like to gift some document projectors (which cost approximately $300 to $350 each). A motion to set 
aside $1,000 for the document projectors was made by Tara Piagentini, seconded by Lisa Bocchino, 
and passed.  
  
There was some discussion about setting aside some money from the PTO savings account to purchase a piece of 
playground equipment next year for the older kids. An existing piece of playground equipment is broken and is in 
the process of getting fixed, but this is not paid for by the PTO. A climbing tower would be great but they are really 
expensive. A parent also expressed concern that something like that would really need to have a cushioned base. 
While it will definitely have mulch or something as a base, we would not be able to afford the recycled tire padding 
that Colonial Park has. Other ideas are being researched as ideally we’d like to get something that at least a few 
kids could play on together. A motion was made by Tara, and seconded by Dan Bocchino to set aside 
$9,000 from the PTO savings account for seed money for a new piece of playground equipment. The 
motion passed. Mr. Grippo suggested having parents take their kids and friends to Colonial Park to the net 
climbing tower to get them excited about having something like that at MacAfee, as additional fundraising would 
need to be done next year. Net-themed fundraising was suggested, including have a race up the net by Mr. Grippo! 
 
Kim discussed the proposed by-law amendments, which aim to set financial standards in place so that the Franklin 
Township school PTOs can better manage their funds. These standards include requiring yearly budgets, PTO 
insurance, filing yearly taxes, doing a yearly audit, approving monthly financials, and requiring receipts for 
reimbursements.  
 
A motion to accept the by-law additions was made by Pam, seconded by Lisa, and passed. Kim will 
incorporate these changes into our existing by-laws for final approval at our next meeting in June.  
 
Upcoming fundraising and in-house events were noted. There was an error on the agenda; the last week of 
school only has minimum session days on June 15 and 16.  
 
Motion to accept the following PTO Board Nominations: 
Co-President: Dan Bocchino and Robin Ziegler 
Co-Treasurer: Lisa Bocchino and Michele Brennan 
Co-VP Fundraising: Leslie Davis-Primo and Maria Gomez 
Co-VP of In House Events: Tara Piagentini and Nelly Cochran 
VP Communications: Jeammy Balda 
Corresponding Secretary: OPEN 
Recording Secretary: Angela Dugey  
Communications Secretary: Rajesh Venkateswaran 
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A motion to accept the nominations was made by Michele, and seconded by Lisa. The motion passed.  
 
Our current Corresponding Secretary Ashley Mote has confirmed she will be moving, so this position is now open. 
Responsibilities include mailing out staff birthday and sympathy cards as needed.  
 
Principal’s Comments Mr. Grippo discussed the event he just came from at the high school for charter school 
parents, a show and tell essentially about all that the high school has to offer. The One Less Move transition is 
going well, and there will be a public hearing soon that will show the redistricting of students. And there are no 
words to adequately express how amazing the science fair was! Mr. Lysenko and Ms. Yorlano did a phenomenal job 
coordinating it. All in attendance enthusiastically agreed! Mr. Grippo also expressed appreciation for our PTO, and 
Kim thanked him and noted that the PTO can do all it does because the school leadership allow us to.   
 
Teacher Comments Mr. Lysenko asked if the PTO could use the many cases of water left over from the Science 
Fair. We can use them for Field Day and other events too, so thank you! He also expressed appreciation on behalf 
of himself and the teachers for the amazing Teacher Appreciation week.  
 
General Membership Comments There was a question about how much we make from the Shoparoo app 
fundraiser. Last year we made about $230, this year we should make about $300. Also, Box Tops brings in about 
$800 to $1,000 a year.  
 
A motion was made, seconded, and passed to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 pm.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Pam Attanasio. It’s been a pleasure. MacAfee rocks! 


